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ECA congratulates Kosovo’s National Audit Office 
on its 15th anniversary

High attendance at the 15th anniversary celebration

For its 15 anniversary celebration, the Kosovo National Audit Office (KNAO) had organised 
a conference on 'The role and impact of the Supreme Audit Institutions in restoring public 
trust in the public sector’ on 4 October 2018. Besides the ECA, a large number of senior 
representatives of supreme audit institutions from the EU and beyond participated in this 
conference: Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Finland, Sweden, Poland, but also Albania,  
Montenegro, and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, as well 
as the Welsh audit office. Also, representatives of international organisations operating 
in Kosovo (World Bank, International Monetary Fund, Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe Mission in Kosovo and others) attended the conference. This unique 
blend of institutions and professions guaranteed a fruitful and productive discussion on 
the main topic of the conference – the role of auditors in restoring public trust in the public 
sector.

The conference started with opening remarks made by Besnik Osmani, Auditor General 
of Kosovo, Seyit Ahmet Bas, President of the Turkish Court of Accounts and chair of the 
EUROSAI Governing Board, and Driton Selmanaj, Chairperson of Parliamentary Committee 
for the Oversight of Public Finances in Kosovo. 

Reaching out

By Mindaugas Pakštys, Private Office of Rimantas Šadžius, ECA Member

On 4 October 2018, Rimantas 
Šadžius, ECA Member for 
Institutional Relations, attended, 
on behalf of the ECA, the 15th 
anniversary of the Kosovo 
National Audit Office (KNAO).1 
For the occasion, the KNAO had 
organised a conference on ‘The 
role and impact of the Supreme 
Audit Institutions in restoring 
public trust in the public sector.’ 
Mindaugas Pakštys, Head of the 
Private Office of Rimantas Šadžius, 
gives a brief overview.

1 This designation is without prejudice on 
status and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the 
International Court of Justice opinion on the 
Kosovo declaration of independence.

From left to right: Mr Driton Selmanaj, Chair of the Kosovan Parliament Committee for the 
Oversight of Public Finances, Besnik Osmani, Auditor General of Kosovo, Seyit Ahmet Baş 
President of the Turkish Court of Accounts and Rimantas Šadžius, ECA Member
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 Keynote speech by Rimantas Šadžius focussing on fostering trust 
through independent audit

Rimantas Šadžius, ECA Member for Institutional Relations, started the first 
part of the conference with a keynote speech on fostering trust through 
independent audit. He referred to the ECA 2018-2020 Strategy in which the 
ECA highlights its role in providing insight into what works and what does 
not work in EU spending and other action. He remarked that by helping to 
improve the way the EU functions and is understood, the ECA contributes to 
fostering trust in the EU. One of the key challenges for the ECA, like any audit 
institutions is to select the most relevant audit topics. He considered this to 
be vital to ensure that the ECA’s strategic objectives are realised. 

Rimantas Šadžius also pointed to a number of special reports the ECA has 
published in the last few years in relation to EU spending in the Western 
Balkans. He particularly highlighted the good cooperation that was 
achieved in the parallel performance audit on Public Procurement in the 
Western Balkans, which was facilitated by the Swedish National Audit Office 
together with the ECA. This audit led to the publication of a synthesis report, 
presenting key findings as well as the main conclusions of the national audit 
reports from the six participating supreme audit institutions in the Western 
Balkans. 

Panel discussions  

The second part of the conference was organised around two panel 
discussions. The first discussion zoomed in on the topic ‘The impact of 
Performance Auditing to better government’ and the second one focussed 
on ‘SAI’s demonstrating ongoing relevance to the society, by conducting risk 
based audits.’
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